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Natural Resources Conservation Service
6013 Lakeside Blvd.
Indianapolis, IN  46278
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

February 16, 2012

INDIANA BULLETIN NO.  300-12-13

SUBJECT:  LTP- Indiana Guidance on Hunting Blinds on Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP) 
                      Easements

Purpose:  To provide guidance for hunting blinds permissible on WRP easements, including Indiana’s definition of rustic and customary.

Expiration Date:  Until further notice

Through the Wetlands Reserve Program Warranty Easement Deed (NRCS-LTP-30 and NRCS-LTP-32), the landowner reserves the right to undeveloped recreational use of the easement.  Undeveloped recreational use may include the use of hunting equipment such as tree stands and hunting blinds that are rustic and customary for the locale.  The following sets forth Indiana’s definition for rustic and customary hunting equipment.

Hunting blinds permissible on Indiana WRP easements will be rustic and customary, and therefore be temporary in nature and result in minimal surface disturbance.  

Permissible tree stands and hunting blinds:

1. Will not require the use of heavy machinery, including earth moving equipment, telephone pole drivers, etc. to install.
2. Can be removed immediately from the site upon request. No special equipment or power tools should be required for removal. Nothing larger than a pick-up truck or tractor should be necessary to pull a moveable blind on skids.   
3. Will not use concrete or asphalt to construct footings, foundations, or other supporting structures.
4. Will not disturb the surface of the ground through excavation or vegetation removal.
5. Will be braced with T-posts or other similar support that can be both installed and removed by hand, when necessary for safety purposes.
6. Do not include houses, trailers, mobile homes, hunting and fishing lodges, cabins, fishing huts or other similar structures. 

The requirements above apply to all easements enrolled in Fiscal Year 2012 and hereafter.  

 For all agreements prior to Fiscal Year 2012, blinds currently existing on the easement may be utilized “as is”. Additional blinds must meet the above criteria.  Once the existing blinds degrade and are no longer useable, they may not be replaced, except with a blind meeting the above specifications. 

Blinds found on easements enrolled prior to Fiscal Year 2012 will be noted in the case file and used as a reference for future monitoring.  New blinds on easements not meeting the specifications above may be considered a violation.  Actions will then be taken by NRCS to have the landowner rectify the situation, which may include removal of the blind and repair of any damage to the site as deemed appropriate.   

If you have questions concerning this bulletin please contact Teresah P. Caire, Assistant State Conservationist for Farm Bill Programs at 317-295-5820, or Brianne Lowe, State Easement Program Specialist at 317-295-5834.


/s/

JANE E. HARDISTY
State Conservationist

cc:  Jeff Kiefer, USFWS, Bloomington, IN
       Gary Langell, IDNR, Division of Fish and Wildlife, Indianapolis, IN
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